Membership Meeting March 18, 2008

All officers present except Travis and Patrick – non-scheduled and Cacci – ill.

Vince led the invocation and pledge

The financial statements were reviewed and accepted

There were no minutes from the last meeting, as they couldn’t be opened in e-mail and will be provided at the April meeting.

The minutes of the last executive board meeting were read and they were approved.

Officer’s Reports:  Vince reported on issues at VCSI, the upcoming 2008 elections and the newsletter

William reported that there would be a meeting of the Community Services Committee in the near future.  He reported that at GNI, the ratio of contractor to employees is 50-50.  He announced that there will be a practice picket on Thursday 3-20-08 and urged everyone to get involved.  We are still organizing at at&t mobility trying to get our percent of membership up.  

Richard reported on issues with the FiOS group, that a new productivity program went into affect March 1st.  The issue of sell one more points has been referred to the District Two staff.  At Verizon Ave, a hand full of Systems Technicians work business DSL with 60 to 70 inside sales and support employees supporting them.  Home garaging for the techs has been cancelled.  All trucks are to be parked at the Herndon location, despite the fact that the work spreads from Baltimore to Richmond.  Verizon has stopped pushing DSL and the inside folks are now selling FiOS.  He reported that MA’s and technicians are dealing with issues and problems with Met Life, Sedgewick, and ARC.   There will be another FiOS meeting April 2nd, beginning at 6PM at the Annandale hall.  A Strike prep meeting has been scheduled for April 29th beginning at 6PM at the Annandale hall.  

President’s Report:  Stacie reported that although the stock market is down, Ivan Seidenberg’s compensation continues to rise.  471 EISP offers have been made and Stacie explained the process.  Another Verizon reorganization has been announced.  The Verizon bargaining team met with the company yesterday to discuss work being assigned to VCSI v/s CORE.  The scope of work will continue to be discussed until resolution is reached.  

The .9 truck policy, Cable Splicer’s doing I&M work, productivity and rework numbers were addressed.   Local grievances have been filed in every location regarding overloading work.  She reviewed the upcoming mobilization/practice picketing scheduled for Thursday.  This informational picketing will focus on vanishing union jobs, EFCA and health care for all.  She reported on the “Screw that Bulb” campaign, urging members to not purchase compact florescent bulbs, as they are not made in the USA.  The DRC will be closing on 5-27-08.

Discounted baseball tickets for Labor Night at the Ballpark will be available at the Local office.   Nat’s game (7/11) and Oriole’s game (6/13/08).  Scheduling issues in Norva were discussed.  Forced overtime in the FiOS arena continues to be an issue.  Techs are asked to work 8 and “out the gate”.  Overcrowding at the Port Royal and Jermantown garages was discussed.  Service Techs at the Port Royal garage are refusing to place VATS terminals, as this work is Cable Splicer’s work.  

Unfinished Business:  none voiced

New Business:  Vince made a motion that “Local Defense Funds pay for suspensions of union members at VCSI that refuse to work forced overtime.  The member would pay back the money when they win their grievance.”  The motion was seconded and passed.  Applications from 8 new members were read and accepted.  

Good and Welfare:  Get well wishes to Frank Helmes, Ken Anderson and Rob Gillette.  Condolences to Manny Hill on the loss of his mother, Jerry Kirby on the loss of his father, Colleen Malloy on the loss of her mother, Mary (retired Steward) and to Lance Dukes on the loss of his father.  Congratulations to Matt Morris on his recent engagement.  Jim Hilleary won the 50/50 drawing, worth $18.00.  Steve Dennis would have won the Old Faithful drawing, worth $1,230.00, had he been present.
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